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1-52 (Canceled) <_,>oo a rir>t>inq device for 

surgical use. the 

serial having ^r-rl^rten.itic phase, «* 

~M..i"-i ^ is in the T iri^ZT^ 

c^diti^ii, nnrl nr™ heating the — — \ . to aust enite phase 

==^Sr5i: £ — ^ - 

transition temperature tu W"'" 
non-deformed condition. 

• L,^ & biocompatible gripping device 
54 . (previously FI =" n r d ho l rt ;„ si t e to au 6 t.nite pha« 
according to ^ » "^'^^""ppU ■ 1 — * ""^ " 

to claim 53 »h«ei- the «t««l 

alloy- 



56 



(Cancelled) 



„ 1 » bioco^tiHa ^iPPing devio. ««««« 

eo JLJ^LmL t he a to pe ^ « - 

titanium-nickel alloy. 

■L^ a biocompatible gripping device 
„. >----J 7 ^t d J Xe Lo,v .lUy U a ti«*~ 

substantially 48 atomic % n^kel. 
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so (previously Presented) a biocompatible gripping device 
according to claim 53 wherein the deformable gripping element xs 
selected from a coating and; an insert. 

60 (Previously Preserved) A biocompatible gripping device 
according to claim 59 wherein the deformable gripping element xs 
I^ied !o the gripping mea*s by brazing, soldering, nvetxng, 
sintering or compression fili- 

61 (Previously pressed, * biocompatible gripping device 
wording to claim S3 herein t>e device co^es a ^ 

gripping element. 



a^-cr -> 

62 (Previously Presented) A biocompatible gripping device 
Q rdxn« to claim 61 wherein each of said gripping surfaces x* 

;"byV r e SP ective on4 of said deformable gripping elements. 

63 (Previously PresenUd) A biocompatible gripping device 
according tTcl.i» I in th« form of a surgicai needle, holder or 
forceps . 

64 (Withdrawn! A method of using . biocompatible gripping device 

l^rSTLSSTIliX prising a eh*p~« material 
element, the grrpp 9 ^ „„ tcnoitic phase ynl h.vln, -hap s 

EiEnirre fesn-rr^; - 

deformed condition to ™,T-i-«isite to austenite 

gripping element to a temperature above the rn.rten.xte £ 

phase transition temperature and thereby returnxng the grxppxng 
element to the non-def ormed jconditxon. 
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.^material al.^ — « 

6 7 (Cancelled) 

M ^ a method according to — 1 » 

„. '"""^ * ^titanium-nicKel alloy, 
the shape memory alloy , 

S .,■ nlaim 68 wherein the shape 

»• ««*•—> * m=t t^T^ b-ing aul,«,antiall Y 5= atomic 
memory ailoy la V^IS * atomJ* ^ 
% titanium and substantxaliy 

d(l£ ermable gripping elementjia eelected 

to claim 70 wherein the 

71 . (Withdrawn) A method ^f^ 9 tM grlpping meana by 
de£ ormabl. gripping element, • £^ _ wte!)!> ion 
brazing, aoldering, rxveti g. 

i fliiia to claim 64 wherein the device 

72 . withdrawn, * ^^^l-r.. eaoh of which 

— * * ps ;;ing «r^x - - of saia >urfacM " 

*-« flaim 72 wherein each o£ 

„. (Withdrawn) A ™^ ^ ^ one o£ sai d 

saidg rippin g surfaces is ^ovxdedny ax 

deformable gripping element?- 

n,^m -71 in the form of a 

14 (Withdrawn, A method according to 
.urgicameedie holder or -xbroepe. 

comprise* at l-« ~ " austenitic phaa. and a 

^ ^^^visinq a material 

• 1 4 
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martensitic phase and having shape memory properties in the 

T TAl La.e wherein ihe method comprises gripping an article 
^th griStng'elementiis at a ^perature below the martensite to 
Phfse transition ie^erature and thereby deling the 

^ing element from . to a 

condition, whereby subsequent heating of the gripping 
texture above the martensite to austenite phase transition 
tS^tur. returns the griming element to the non-deforced 

condition. 
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